


2

Report from Greece
by Renshi Johan Backteman

After Sensei Mike Iliakis of Greece contacted Kuniba Kai through
Hanshi James Herndon, I took made contact with Greece directly and they
invited me to conduct a two day seminar with them. After Soke’s OK to go,
I set off to Greece. I was really well received and Sensei Iliakis and Sensei
Zisis Tziotzios took very good care of me. Besides training, they showed me
a lot of beautiful things in Athens like the Acropolis, which was a wonderful
temple with a very old history of about 4500 years. The food in Greece is
also top standard!

Background

Greece was a long-time member of Seishin Kai from earlier days.
Their Shihan, George Tsogas was a member of Seishin Kai during the time
of Shihan Patrick Tambourini of France, when he joined the Kai. The past
few years, Greece people have been members of the Hayashi-ha organisation
and also members of Mitsuya Kai with the Kobudo and the Karate-do. Mike-
sensei also had skills in Shinden-ryu Iaido and Sensei Zisis in Ju-jitsu. Also,
both Sensei are practitioners of the old Greek style of Pancratio combat
system.

From left to right: Sensei Tziotzios,, Renshi Backteman, Sensei Iliakis

Mike Iliakis travelled to USA 1992 to meet the late Soke Shogo
Kuniba, but unfortunately he (Soke) had just passed away. Nevertheless,
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Mike met up with future leader Kozo Kuniba and had a memorable meeting
with him. He also met Shihan (now Kyoshi) Darren Myers while in the USA.

Kozo Kuniba & Mike Iliakis 1992 USA

Training

Their wish was to work through all the four arts within Kuniba Kai as
an overall view, and so I did. The focus was on Motobu-ha Shito-ryu and
Kuniba-ryu Goshindo. We trained some basic kata and kihon principles for
the style. We also walked through basic kata, such as Goho no Uke, Empi
Roppo, Shiho no Ho, Ten no Kata and Chi no Kata. We did some Bunkai
exercises from these and after I checked the Pinan Kata. I also provided a
short session of Kumite for the Sensei; some attacking Kumite Waza style.

Iliakis, Backteman & Tziotzios


