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Happy Birthday Soke Kozo Kuniba

June 8 is a milestone date: Soke Kozo Kuniba turns 50 years old.
Perhaps, young by Soke standards; nevertheless, he has spent a lifetime in a
well-known Budo family. Today, he is at the pinnacle of his martial arts
career, as he heads Kuniba Kai (Kaicho, Nippon Karate-do Kuniba Kai and
Sosai, Kuniba Kai Kokusai Budo Renmei).

In honoring him, let’s briefly highlight his Karate-do journey:

Born, June 8, 1960 to Kayo and Kosho (Shogo) Kuniba;
Began training under Masao Tateishi in 1965
Promoted to Shodan by Seishin Kai 1972
Promoted to Nidan by Seishin Kai 1974
Promoted to Sandan by Seishin Kai & JKF Certified 1978
World Kata Champion (JKF, Paris), 1988
Promoted to Yondan by Shogo Kuniba 1989
Promoted to Godan by Shogo Kuniba in 1991
Promoted to Rokudan by Kunio Tatsuno in 1996
Founded Nihon Karate-do Kuniba Kai in1999
Awarded Nanadan by Nihon Karate-do Kuniba Kai 1999
Awarded Hachidan by Nihon Karate-do Kuniba Kai 2009
Assumed title of Sosai, Kuniba Kai International (2010)
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New Advisors

Soke Kozo Kuniba is pleased to announce that two very significant
persons in the Karate world have agreed to serve as advisors to him
personally and Kuniba Kai in general. The two highly regarded masters
shown below have agreed to assist in any way possible to guide and advise
Soke Kozo Kuniba and Kuniba Kai leaders as we continue our journey to
build a stronger Kai.

Chuzo Kotaka

Rank: 9th Degree Black Belt
Dojo teaching: University, Kailua, Kamiloiki, Kaneohe

Years training: Over 60 yrs.

Founder and President of International Karate Federation - Kotaka-ha Shito-ryu

*1962 All-Japan Champion

*Authorized Examiner of Shito-Ryu Karate-Do

*National Director of Shito-Ryu Karate Do for All-American Karate Federation

*Authorized Instructor and Examiner by All-Japan Karate-Do Federation and
Nippon Karate-Do Rengo-Kai, for Japan Karate-Do Mihara-Ryu and Japan Karate-
do Kotsugi-Ryu

*AAU/USA National and Jr. Olympic Technical Advisor, Executive Member, Referee
Council

http://www.ikfhawaii.com/instructors.php

Kotaka-sensei began his training in Karate-do under Genryu Kimura
in late 1940s, continuing in high school under Shogo Kuniba. In the late
1960s, he moved to Hawaii, where he has established a formidable
organization.
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Kiyoshi Yamazaki

Chief International Instructor, Japan Karate-Do Ryobu-Kai
8th Dan Shindo Jinen-Ryu Karate-Jutsu

Kiyoshi Yamazaki, the son of a kendo teacher, was born in Chiba Prefecture, Japan, on
August 16, 1940. His martial arts training began during his childhood under his father. In
1956, he joined Konishi Sensei's Ryobu-Kan, and he received his first teaching license
for karate in 1962. In the same year he had extensive Okinawan kobudo training with
Shugoro Nakazato, the current grand master of Kobayashi Shorin-Ryu, in Okinawa.

Sensei Yamazaki attended Senshu University and joined the Shotokai organization there,
under the instruction of Hironishi Motonobu, a student of Funakoshi Sensei (the founder
of Shotokan). During his university days, he continued to train with Konishi Sensei as
often as possible. After graduating in 1964 with a degree in Economics, he continued to
train at the Ryobu-Kan. Eventually, Yamazaki Sensei was asked to assist Konishi Sensei
in demonstrations and seminars worldwide.

Yamazaki Sensei moved to the United States after being invited to the United States by
Dan Ivan in 1969, and he began teaching at Citrus College in Azusa, California. He later
opened a dojo in Anaheim, California and participated widely in karate demonstrations
with other recognized instructors. Today, in addition to teaching at his dojo in Anaheim,
he maintains a busy schedule promoting the philosophy of Shindo Jinen-Ryu and
supervising and developing all the schools of Japan Karate-Do Ryobu-Kai outside Japan.
In addition to karate and kobudo, Yamazaki Sensei is an accomplished exponent of Iaido
in the traditions of Omori-Ryu and Kashima Shin-Ryu.

His expertise in the martial arts has attracted producers in Hollywood; he has served as a
technical advisor, instructor, and even acted in several movies. His celebrity students
include Arnold Schwarzenegger, Sting, Richard Hatch, Sandal Bergman, Wilt
Chamberlain, Brigitte Nelson, and Grace Jones. His last big screen credit was for the
movie "Dragon Heart".

Yamazaki Sensei is currently Chairman of the U.S.A. National Karate-Do Federation's
Technical Committee. He was the Chairman of the World Karate Federation's Technical
Committee for many years.

http://www.jkr.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=57:kiyoshi-
yamazaki&catid=40:whos-who&Itemid=53
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Japan Karate-do Federation (JKF)
by Kensei Tsuruoka

There are some in the Karate world who suffer from a form of
misperception about the JKF. They think the JKF is only a sports
organization. Not so! If they would bother to visit and review the JKF web
site,

(http://www.karatedo.co.jp/jkf/jkf-eng/e_index.htm)

they would soon learn otherwise. JKF is much more than simply a sports
organization.

The JFK was established in 1964 to organize Japanese Karatedo for
the first time. Since that time, the JFK has increased overall recognition of
Karatedo by joining the Japan Amateur Sports Association and the National
Athletic Meet. The introduction of contest organizations and rules has,
likewise, led to the development of Karatedo. The JKF has contributed in a
variety of other ways to society in general.

The JKF is a single organization representing the entire Japanese
Karate world comprised of various prefectural and regional groups,
competitive organization from senior high schools, universities and workers
groups, and various Kaiha (group/school) organizations.

The prefectural federations and regional conferences encompass all
Karate practitioners on a prefectural level under various local/city divisions.
These are unified together via a network of prefectural athletic associations
under the umbrella of the Japan Amateur Sports Association.

Competitive organizations include the All Japan High School Athletic
Federation/Karate Division, All Japan Student Karatedo Federation, All
Japan Workers Karatedo Federation, and other groups.

Under the Kaiha group are included the various independent schools
and styles of Karate. The JKF also serves as a common point of reference
for these entities.

The various schools cooperate with the JKF as members, while the
JKF provides these schools with various kinds of support. The lengthy
histories and traditions of these Kaiha groups thus represent a solid vertical
axis, while the prefectural, regional and competitive groups provide a
horizontal axis. Various age levels within each main group provide yet
another common thread connecting the various groups, thus making the JKF
a very tightly knit organization.
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JKF ORGANIZATION

(from JKF Web site)

JKF and Kuniba Kai

Since its founding in November 1999, the Nihon Karate-do Kuniba
Kai has been fully recognized by the JKF as the home of Motobu-ha Shito-
ryu Karate-do. Formerly, the style had been rightfully claimed by Seishin
Kai. Upon the dissolution of Seishin Kai, the style was returned exclusively
to the Kuniba family by the widow of the late Kunio Tatsuno and concurred
with by then Soke Sadatomu Harada. JKF recognizes no other Kai with
rights to Motobu-ha Shito-ryu.
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Are You Motobu-ha?
by Hanshi James Herndon

The debate never seems to end. Is your style of Karate really Motobu-
ha Shito-Ryu? Before you boldly lay claim to that tradition, consider the
following:

Did you train directly with Choki Motobu?

No living or recently deceased person I know or know of can
make that claim.

Did you train directly with Kosei Kokuba?

No living or recently deceased person I know or know of can
make that claim.

Did you train directly with Shogo Kuniba?

Training at one clinic/camp/seminar doesn’t count. I mean
train for years, with intense scrutiny, in Japan (1960-1983)
or the USA (1971-1992).

Training with someone who met Shogo Kuniba once or twice
doesn’t count.

Training under someone who knew someone who met Shogo
Kuniba doesn’t count.

Having a picture of Shogo Kuniba in your dojo or on your web
page doesn’t count.

Motobu-ha was born in the Osaka (Nishinari-ku) Seishin-kan Dojo of
Kosei Kokuba during the late 1940s – early 1950s. Though Choki Motobu
died in 1944, the teachings he offered to Kokuba and others in Okinawa
found root in Japan. Kokuba-sensei chose to follow that tradition. Ryukyu
Karate-do Motobu-ha was noted for its emphasis on Kihon and Kumite (of
the Sanbon and Ippon variety). Few Kata were practiced, though Motobu
was well known for his Naifanchin. Kokuba-sensei was regarded as a good
teacher throughout Japan because of his commitment to strenuous training
and basic technique.
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Motobu-ha Shito-ryu evolved in the mid 1950s as “Shogo” Kuniba
(AKA Kosho Kokuba) combined the teachings of his adoptive father Kosei
Kokuba with the Shito-ryu finesse of Kenwa Mabuni and Ryusei Tomoyori.
History clearly records that Mabuni and others frequently taught at the
Seishin-kan Dojo while passing through Osaka. Such an environment made
it possible for Shogo Kuniba to put the two martial traditions together:
Motobu-ha (from his father) and Shito-ryu (from Mabuni/Tomoyori).
Kuniba-soke first used the phrase Motobu-ha Shito-ryu in 1956 (according
to an interview with him in 1980). His book, Karate-do Bin-ran, was
published in 1957.

So, technically speaking, what is Motobu-ha Shito-ryu and how is it
distinct from other “Ha” within Shito-ryu? It might be easier to say what it
is not. It is not Seito Shito-ryu, the pure lineage of the Mabuni family. It is
not Tani-ha, or Hayashi-ha, or Kotaka-ha; though surface similarities exist.
While it can be noted that Chojiro Tani (1921-1998) trained with Mabuni,
Teruo Hayashi (1924-2004) trained with Kokuba and Kuniba, and Chuzo
Kotaka (living today in Hawaii) trained with Hayashi and Kuniba, stylistic
differences have evolved over the years. No one in Tani-ha, Hayashi-ha, or
Kotaka-ha claims to teach Motobu-ha. It may be part of their lineage; but, it
is not part of their marketing strategy. Of the numerous self-respecting Kai
in Japan that teach some form of Shito-ryu, only one can lay legitimate
claim (by ancestry) to Motobu-ha Shito-ryu: Kuniba Kai.

Kuniba Kai, founded in 1999 by Kosuke Kuniba and Kozo Kuniba,
superseded Seishin Kai, which effectively doesn’t exist anymore in Japan as
a Karate-do organization. In the years following the death of Shogo Kuniba,
there were attempts to keep Seishin Kai viable. But, a series of unfortunate
events resulted in splintering and defection by many of the old Shihan. An
international division of Seishin Kai still exists as an autonomous Arizona
corporation; however, its connection to Motobu-ha Shito-ryu cannot be
convincingly defended. Other new Kai were formed, such as Chikubu Kai
(Goichi Kobayashi) and Rensei Kai (Masuaki Minamide, d. 2009) to carry
on variants of Motobu-ha Shito-ryu.

The litmus test to answer the question “Are you Motobu-ha?” can be
found in a simple statement. All practitioners of Motobu-ha Shito-ryu today
are, or should be, members of Kuniba Kai. Any other organization, while
perhaps having some historical connection to Motobu-Ha Shito-ryu no
matter how tenuous, cannot maintain the legacy without being a part of the
fold. The style is the family; the family is the style. If you’re not part of the
family, you’re not part of the style.
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The Kata of Shogo Kuniba*
by Judy Kuniba

Shikata is often used as an excuse for not doing something and the
expression for that was often used in my house. The expression “shikata
(pronounced shigata) ga nai is accompanied with an elaborate shoulder
shrug and pained facial expression. My definition was always “it can’t be
helped” like an earthquake or hurricane, but De Mente defines it as “there is
no way”, meaning it is utterly hopeless and therefore makes no sense even to
try.” This definition actually makes more sense to me in explaining many of
Soke’s behaviors. I often heard this expression when a sensei had asked him
to do something that I now realize was in conflict with the shikata for
whatever was asked. I thought he didn’t want to do it out of laziness or was
just being stubborn, but his very Japanese-ness made it impossible for him to
do whatever was asked.

It was often odd for me to hear a Seishin Kai sensei tell me that Soke
understood “his” English even though he knew that he did not understand
the English of another sensei. Truthfully, he usually did not understand
anybody’s English, even mine. The difference between the sensei and me is
that I knew he did not understand and went to extraordinary lengths to
ensure that we understood each other. This lack of communication between
Soke and sensei caused many problems for me. Often, a sensei would call
and yell at me because Soke had not done something they had requested
weeks earlier. I was in the dark almost always. When I would ask Soke why
he had not done something, he would look puzzled and not know what I was
talking about. The problem is that the Japanese do not have a kata that
allows them to admit to you that they do not have a clue as to what you just
said. Shigata ga nai! The sensei, fooled by Soke’s ability to make you think
he understood (politeness kata), was positive that I had somehow sabotaged
his request and held a grudge against me, probably to this day. Another part
of the problem was that the sensei had probably used an incorrect kata of
asking the favor or it was simply something that was shigata ga nai for a
Japanese. Often a person needs to use a go between to ask a favor. Yes, there
is a kata for making requests.

(End of Part II

* A personal account in four parts. Part I appeared in the March issue. Parts
III and IV will appear in the September and December issues of the Kuniba

Kai Newsletter, respectively.
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Trinidad Celebrates Anniversary
by Shihan Anthony Sydney

On the 1st May 2010 our Dojo celebrated its 24th anniversary and
Anthony Sydney celebrated 37 years in Karate. Our Dojo continue to be the
leader in traditional Karate in Trinidad and Tobago (T&T) and admired by
all. Anthony Sydney is the founder of the national karate body in T&T, the
Trinidad and Tobago Karate Union.

Sri Lanka Recognition

http://www.wkf.net/

Sri Lanka Karate Annual General Meeting
Thursday, 08 October 2009 09:12

The Sri Lanka Karate Annual General Meeting (AGM), which was held on the 25th of
June 2009 at Colombo, elected its new Directing Committee:

Hony..President.: Mr.K.K.P.P.Satharasinghe

Hony. Vice Presidents: Mr. R.J.Alexander.
Mr.P.S.S.Jayawardana
Mr.H.D.C.J.Perera
Hony. General Secretary: Mr.W.Jayasundara
Hony. Asst. Secretaries: Mr. Nilantha Wickramagalle
Mr. H.P..M.Rangajeewa
Hony. Treasurer: Mr.E.A.Abeysekera
Hony. Asst.Treasurer: Mr.M.C.M.Nazar

http://www.wkf.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=225:sri-lanka-
karate-annual-general-meeting&catid=43:federation-news&Itemid=115
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Greece Activity
by Renshi Johan Backteman

The 26th to 28th of March 2010 Renshi Johan Backteman, Kuniba
Kai Europe Honbucho, visited the affiliation of Kuniba Kai Greece. The
purpose of this trip was to train Greece Dojo in the 4 martial arts of Kuniba
Kai. The training was mixed from Motobu-ha Shito-ryu to Kuniba-ryu
Goshin Do the first day’s session. We practiced Karate blended with the
Goshin Do to make a clearer understanding of what the late Shogo Kuniba
contributed to the art of Motobu-ha.

The training also included a package of self-defense street technique
which was appreciated. We also walked through some basic Kihon (Kata)
such as Shiho no Ho, Empi Roppo, Go Ho no Uke. We also practiced Roppo
Tsuki and Kaisho no Kon for basic technique; a fun way of practice, instead
of just walking over the floor with Kihon.

The Greece dojo also wanted to learn Kata Heiku and so we did. I
hope next time they have some control of it.
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Last session was Kuniba-ryu Kobudo with Kihon and Kata. We only
did Kon (Bo) techniques because only one hour session. I gave the students
some basic drill exercises and we walked through Ten Ryu no Kon.

The second day of training was in Sensei Iliakis’ Dojo. We practiced
basic Iaido with Happo no Kamae, Happo no Giri and cutting/blocking
techniques. I also introduced some Bunkai from Shin, Ren and Sa. The first
5 Kata were taught to the students.

After this, a promotion test was held for Kuniba-ryu Iaido. Five
students received the rank of Jo-Kyu-Ho brown belt level. The students did a
very good test and managed fine. They also have another style of Shiden
Ryu Iaido that they have practiced some years, so the gap between these
styles was not too hard.
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At the end, a conversion of Yudansha grade was performed. Mike
Iliakis did a conversion from Yondan Hayashi-ha to Yondan Motobu-ha. He
performed some basic and advanced Kata (Seipai) and also some self-
defense. He did very well and he is now a Yondan within our Kai.

As for the hospitality, they did very well. The Greek people are very
friendly and open and I believe that they are very good ambassadors for
Kuniba Kai. I would like to thank Sensei Mike, Sensei Zisis and Sensei
Vasilis for everything.

As a note:
Sensei Mike Iliakis is now serving as Greece Kuniba Kai Honbucho.

Good luck with your new assignment Mike!

----------------------------------------------

Greece – Follow-up
by Renshi Ky Buon Tang

No medals in the Senior European Championships in Athens

The Swedish karate team sent 10 participants to the Senior European
Championships in Greece on 7th to 9th May 2010. All total, there were 39
countries that sent their best karate practitioners to this event. Perfect
arrangements and good atmosphere in the stands framed a very good
championship, which took place outside central Athens (a good distance
from the disturbances we have all seen in the media).
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The two Kata participants, Karin Hagglund and Patrik Backlund got
two very tough drawings in pools where they had to compete against the
medallists from the last World Cup. - Karin and Patrick got the worst lot, but
they made clear their best, and more we can not demand. Competition on
this level is fierce and it should preferably be karate full time to assert itself
all the way up to the medal, says coach Ky Buon Tang.

Patrik Backlund is from Swedish Kunibakai. He performed
Seienchin Kata during European Championships in Greece.

During Euro championships, I took the opportunity to visit Kunibakai
Greece Hombu Dojo and I did offer a couple of training sessions for them;
e.g., in Karate-do we trained Pinan Shodan and Nidan with Bunkai. The
standard of their students was high. When the students had left, I began to
instruct the leaders. I offered special Kobudo and Iaido training session for
them.

It was good that we not only had time to train our Kunibakai arts, but
to deepen our communication between Sweden and Greece. This is the most
important thing.


